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ought to be diminished/ The walls could not believe their
own ears; they had not heard such language since they had
a wainscot. The ministers, as if this winter were at all
like the fire last, poorly tried that the chairman should
leave the chair; but that would not take now. Thomas
Pitt, who never spoke so well before, drew a terrible picture
of the difference he had felt between his former journey
abroad and his last; from what he knew of the dissimilar
situations of his country, then so flourishing, now so fallen !
and from what he heard foreigners say of it. This apos-
trophe, addressed very bitterly to Lord North, threw him
into a rage against the opposition, that produced mighty
tumult. The details of all this, and more, you will see in
the papers. I have not room for particulars. In short, late
at night Mr. Dunning's motion was carried by 233 to
215, and, as uncommonly, was instantly reported to the
House.

The blow seems to me decisive; for this committee is to
continue sitting on the petitions, will exclude any other
business, will extract from the petitions whatever proposi-
tions it pleases, may ground on those what charges it has
a mind, and will carry along all those who have already
voted on that foundation; so that, if the ministers attempt
to make a farther stand, nothing seems so probable as their
being personally accused. To combat on the same field of
battle after being vanquished, will, in my opinion, be frenzy.
It is to prevent very great mischief that I heartily wish
them to retreat before it is too late. The constitution is
vigorous enough, when a sudden turn of the tide can, in
three months, sweep away a deep-rooted administration.
A torrent opposed may damage the foundations of the con-
stitution itself.

These are my apprehensions; but whoever would preach
to two heated antagonists is sure of being listened to byreizi&me ti&cle,         2 Archdeacon Francis Blackburne
